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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postpaid, on receipt of $2.50. 


= Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Iil. 


Che Aposties’ Creed 


The Fundamental Facts Presented in a Plain and Popular Way 
by Rev. Richard Felix, O.S.B. 


This book is an arsenal of religious information. No Catholic can 
read it without a wider knowledge and a deeper appreciation of his 
holy Faith. An exceilent book to place in the hands of inquiring friends 
outside the Churcl 

200 pages — 24 chapters; price 50¢. 


Note: The contents of this book are not the same as the serial 
article on the Apostles’ Creed in ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 


ORDER FROM: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Conception Seminary and Academy 
Conception, Missouri 
A Seminary for students for the Priesthood and Classical 
High School conducted by the Benedictine Fathers. Special 
attention given to young men of moderate means who wish to 


prepare for the Priesthood. 
Send for free booklet. 


The Reverend Dean 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 38, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 
Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 
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To Our Friends 


J) who send new or renewal subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


during the month of August we offer the premiums described below 
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For ONE Subscription 


Picture — ‘Mother Most Admirable’’ — sepia print. 
Represents Mary in delicate beauty, seated as a 
Queen on a throne, holding the Infant Savior. 
Full figures. 9x14 inches. OR: — 


# Two Booklets for Children — also enjoyed by grown- 

; ups — “Boy Heroes” and ‘‘Rambling Roses.’’ The 
first tells of two saintly boys of our own times; 
the second gives a short account of the lives of 
three young girls, remarkable for their love of 
Jesus. OR: — 





{ Four Beautiful Lithographed Christmas Cards — richly 
colored, exquisite in design and workmanship, 

” with envelopes. ? 

BM 


For TWO Subscriptions 


A Beautiful Ivorine Holy Water Fount — dainty and 
attractive; 45 inches in height. Deep bowl. 
Upper part delicately carved Crucifix and kneeling 
angels. Non-corrosive and durable. Ideal for the 
home, classroom, or for a gift. A booklet, ‘“‘Holy 

: Water in the Christian Home” explaining the uses 

of this sacramental will be sent with the fount. 
bo You will be delighted with this very special 
premium. OR: — 


Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. — a bio- 
graphy of a saintly Benedictine Sister of our own 


od century, known as “The Merciful Helper of 
: Veroli.”” Attractive paper cover. 218 pages, with 
Bs many illustrations. 


Please mention premium desired 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Our LKucharistic King Glorified through Sacrifice 


(Theme of the Ninth National Eucharistic Congress) 


“The repudiation of sacrifice brought disaster to mankind. The cultivation 
of sacrifice was the mission of Christ as it was the consummation of His 
ministry of Redemption. The Sacrifice of Christ is perpetuated on our altars 
that it may be perpetuated in our lives. Only in sacrifice can salvation come 
to the society of nations as it must come to the individual citizen. The appli- 
cation of sacrifice to every group in society under the guidance of the principles 
set forth by the Church in every age is the study suggested to the pilgrims 
who have come to attend the Congress.” 


Archbishop Murray of Saint Paul, in his 
welcome to the Papal Legate. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the Consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 





Vol. 37 August, 1941 No. 4 





A Miracle of Might, of Sanctity 
and of Love 
—>:4= 

‘? {TH what abounding joy and exultation does heaven 
overflow on the glorious feast of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin! What peerless honor is today 
bestowed on the humble Maiden who spent her 
earthly life in prayer, work and sufferings in Naz- 
areth, a secluded village of Palestine. Now in tri- 
umph she is crowned Queen of all creation. Ah, 
well may heaven and earth rejoice today with this 
sweet Queen of Paradise, the Queen of all God’s 
children, on whom the Blessed Trinity bestows such ineffable glory! 

In life the Blessed Virgin in her humility lowered herself beneath 
all creatures. Today we behold how for her humility she has been 
exalted above everything but God. Not the powers or princes of this 
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earth raised her to this highest degree of glory in which it is our happi- 
ness to contemplate her today. No, the three Persons of the Most Holy 
Trinity have placed her upon this throne of triumph. They have pro- 
claimed her the Queen of heaven and earth, and made her the keeper 
and dispenser of the heavenly treasures. It is safe to say that we shall 
never comprehend sufficiently the glories of Mary and the power which 
Jesus Christ, her Divine Son, has given to her; that we shall never fully 
appreciate the ardent desires she has to make us happy. She sees in 
us her own children; she rejoices in the power to help us which God 
has given her. Yes, Mary is our great helper; she it is who obtains 
for us the graces which we need for our sanctification. The Holy 
Ghost tells us that amongst all creatures Mary is a miracle of might, 
a miracle of sanctity, and a miracle of love. What happiness for us, 
what hope for our salvation! Let us strengthen our confidence in this 
good and tender Mother by contemplating the glories of Mary. 

To attempt to speak of the glories of Mary means to lessen the 
exalted idea which we should have formed thereof; for St. Ambrose 
tells us that Mary is raised to such a high degree of glory, of honor, 
and of power, that not even the angels can realize it: it is known to 
God alone. We may therefore conclude that all that human creatures 
might be able to say and to appreciate would be nothing, or nearly 
nothing, compared to that which she really is in the sight of God. The 
highest praise which the Church gives her is in the words: Mary is the 
Daughter of the Eternal Father, the Mother of the redeeming Son of 
God, and the Spouse of the Holy Spirit. When the Eternal Father chose 
Mary to be His Daughter, what flood of graces must He not have poured 
into her soul? She received for herself alone more graces than all the 
angels and saints together. He began by preserving her from original 
sin, a grace granted to her alone. He fortified her in grace with a 
perfect security so that she never lost it. Yes, the Heavenly Father 
enriched her with heavenly gifts in just proportion to the great dignity 
to which she was to be exalted. He erected in her a living temple of 
the three Persons of the Most Blessed Trinity. He did for her every- 
thing which it was possible to do for a creature. 

While the Eternal Father took such care of Mary, we see that the 
Holy Spirit adorned her soul in such a high degree that already at the 
moment of her conception she was an object of delight to the three 
Divine Persons. Mary had not only the happiness of being the Daughter 
of the Eternal Father, but also that of being the Mother of the Son, 
and the Spouse of the Holy Spirit. Through this incomparable dignity 
she now beholds herself made the instrument to form the most adorable 
Body of Jesus Christ. God made use of her to overthrow the dominion 
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of the evil spirit and to annihilate it. She was allied to the three Divine 
Persons, therefore, to redeem the world, by giving it a Savior. Can 
we ever sufficiently comprehend such an abyss of greatness, power and 
love? Next to the adorable Body of Jesus Christ, she is the most 
beautiful ornament of the heavenly court. 

We may say that the triumph of the Blessed Virgin in heaven is 
the culmination of the graces of the sublime Queen of heaven and earth. 
Then she obtained the last jewel of her incomparable dignity as Mother 
of God. After having been subjected for a time to the miseries of this 
life and the humiliation of death, she enjoys the most glorious and 
most honorable existence which a creature could ever attain. We wonder, 
sometimes, that Jesus, who loved His Mother so dearly, could have 
left her so long upon earth after His ascension. The reason is this: 
He wished in this manner to still increase her glory, and wanted her 
also to aid the Apostles, who had need of her presence to encourage 
and guide them. Mary revealed to the Apostles the greatest mysteries 
of the hidden life of Jesus Christ. Mary also elevated the standard of 
virginity, made known its lustre and its beauty, and showed us the 
magnificent reward reserved for this holy state. 

So while we tread the path of life, sometimes buffeted by the 
storms of temptations and trials, and again hastening along sunlit 
paths, may Mary be our inspiration by the lustre of her virtues, and 
may her prayers ever assist us, so that when we arrive at our journey’s 
end, we may rejoice together in the glory which God has bestowed on 
her and which in His goodness He permits us to share. Hail Mary! 
Our Queen and Mother, Hail! 





“After Her Shall Virgins Be Brought to the King’’ 


| FTER the ascension of her Divine Son, how ardently did the 
¢ Blessed Virgin long for the happy day when she would be 
reunited to Him in the bliss of heaven! But during these 
long years there was one unutterable happiness she enjoyed — 
the abiding presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Before her 
Eucharistic Son and God she spent her days in adoration, separated 
from Him only by the veil of faith. 

You too, O virgin soul, can share the immeasurable joy which 
Mary knew as an adorer of the Blessed Sacrament. Mary invites you 
to come and contemplate with her the infinite lovability of Jesus and 
with her to spend a heaven on earth at the Palace of the Eucharistic 
King. 

Write for our booklet, ‘‘The Eucharistic Adorer,’” for details. 
Address: Rev. Mother M. Dolorosa, O.S.B., Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Prince of Peace Holds Court 

a te oll 
OOKING down from the heavenly heights upon this 
chaotic world of ours, a vast section of which is torn 
by bloody strife, the gaze of the Eternal Trinity and 
of all the glorious citizens of the celestial court must 
have rested with supreme delight upon the Twin Cities 
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota, during 
the days of the Ninth National Eucharistic Congress. 
For there a great army of peace, a vast concourse of Catholics repre- 
senting the Church in America, was assembled in a grand public dem- 
onstration of faith and love about the Sacramental Throne of the Prince 
of Peace, the King of Sacrificial Love. 

Yes, for those who were privileged to attend the Ninth National 
Eucharistic Congress, from June 23 to June 26, it was truly inspiring 
to behold the immense throngs of the faithful devoutly participating 
in its various functions. From north and south, from east and west, 
from cities, towns, villages and countrysides, by every available means 
of transportation, tens of thousands of pilgrims journeyed to the Twin 
Cities to unite with the thousands of Catholics there in this great act 
of public homage, to renew their knowledge of and proclaim their 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament as the keystone of their faith, and 
to transform these metropolitan centers of the northwest for a few 
days into a national shrine. 

Anyone who witnessed the multitudes of devout worshipers sur- 
rounding the altars or attending other functions of this grand Eucharistic 
celebration could not but form the conviction, with overflowing joy, 
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that in this world of coldness and selfishness, where so many are occu- 
pied wholly with fleeting temporal goods, there is still preserved un- 
speakably much good-will and a profound religious spirit of faith and 
charity. Not for worldly business had these thousands of the faithful 
left their homes and their occupations; not for the sake of diversion 
had they come, for a Congress of this kind requires much physical 
and mental exertion, and grants only short intervals of relaxation; no, 
it was to give public acclaim to a Divine truth upon which all Christi- 
anity is dependent — the Real Presence of God in the Blessed Sacrament. 


Preparing His Way 


Many months of intensified activity to “prepare the way of the 
Lord” preceded the Congress. No effort was spared to provide proper 
facilities for every external function and emergency, and to beautify 
the two host cities by adorning the parks and boulevards, streets and 
buildings, with plants and flowers and drapes of yellow and white — 
the Papal colors, — with American flags and Congress emblems. But 
not less intensive was the spiritual preparation of the people, who were 
exhorted by their saintly Archbishop to more frequent attendance 
at Holy Mass, reception of the sacraments, and visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament. Every Sunday, commencing the middle of April, a special 
“Eucharistic Day” was held in one or other of the deaneries of the 
archdiocese, in which thousands participated, and which in miniature 
resembled the Congress itself in the splendor of the ceremonies and 
the multitudes in attendance. His Excellency, the Most Reverend Arch- 
bishop, himself celebrated Pontifical Mass and preached to the assembled 
faithful of the parishes composing the deanery. After Mass, the Arch- 
bishop carried the Blessed Sacrament in solemn procession through 
the streets or along the roads of the countryside, with the people alter- 
nately praying and singing hymns. Among the large concourse of 
onlookers in each case there were many non-Catholics, who were deeply 
edified by the imposing religious ceremony. 

During the month of the Sacred Heart, the parishes of the Arch- 
diocese were granted the privilege of daily exposition of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament for periods determined by the pastors, the exposi- 
tion being terminated in each instance by the recitation of the Litany 
of the Sacred Heart, the official Act of Reparation, and the prayer for 
the success of the Eucharistic Congress. 


The Nation’s Shrine 


During the days and nights of the Congress itself, the two cities 
became in truth the nation’s shrine —a vast temple of uninterrupted 
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worship. For, in addition to the magnificent liturgical functions of the 
Congress, the Blessed Sacrament was exposed for perpetual adoration 
in every parish of Saint Paul and Minneapolis from Monday evening 
until Thursday evening, when the exposition was concluded with Holy 
Hour and Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

To insure the presence of worshipers constantly in every church, 
each parish was divided into twenty-four zones, by streets, the names 
of the streets whose residents were designated to spend one hour of 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on each of the three days being 
announced from the pulpit on the preceding Sunday. Only men were 
invited to adore during the nocturnal hours, from 10 P.M. to 7 A.M.; 
after this, the women and children took up their vigil of love. Those 
who had planned to participate in the public exercises of the Congress 
gladly brought the sacrifice of spending the appointed time adoring ovr 
Eucharistic Lord in their parish church, for, as their Archbishop assured 
them, it was in reality a source of greater spiritual profit, inasmuch 
as Our Lord finds His way into our hearts more intimately through a 
designated duty than through a devotion of our own choice. This 
exemplification of the theme of the Congress, together with the sacrifices 
entailed in offering the hospitality of their homes to the pilgrims, would, 
he said, be more effective in developing sacrifice in the pilgrims than 
all the discussions at the sectional meetings. 


Purpose of the Congress 


Some weeks previous to the opening of the Congress, on the occa- 
sion of the corporate Communion of the St. Paul Council of the Knights 
of Columbus, Archbishop Murray outlined the purpose of the Congress 
in an address which was also broadcast over the radio. He said, in part: 
“Your observance of this Eucharistic Day is a miniature manifestation 
of the solemnity that will characterize the ceremonies of the Ninth 
National Eucharistic Congress, a Congress designed to make the world 
conscious of the spiritual sovereignty of Christ... He does not need 
this act on our part to add to His glory, but we need to perform that 
act to keep our lives and activities in harmony with His Divine purpose 
and mission... During the Congress there will be discussions that will 
enable those who participate to discover more effectively the philosophy 
which Christ came to give to man as a means for the salvation of the 
individual and the world. That philosophy is one of love in contradic- 
tion to the philosophies of hate, selfishness, greed and worldly ambition 
that have set man against man and mankind against its Creator... 
It is not only our opportunity but our responsibility during these next 
four weeks to make a study of the theme that has been presented for 
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our consideration and for its application by each of us in our social 
relations, in the home, in business and in public life... Jt is our duty 
to intensify the life of Christ in every field we enter.” 

The object of the Congress, further, as expressed by those in charge 
of arrangements, was not to stage a memorable demonstration of nu- 
merical strength or a glittering pageant of colorful display to impress 
the onlookers, but to insure a public, spontaneous and fervent manifes- 
tation of adoring love for the Blessed Sacrament. 


Closely Linked to Pioneer Days 


Only 100 years ago, warring tribes of Indians inhabited the 
country now embraced by the cities of Minneapolis and Saint Paul, 
and the surrounding territory. It was then an extremity of the newly- 
created diocese of Dubuque, presided over by the saintly Bishop Loras. 
A stone boulder in the business section of Saint Paul, standing on the 
approximate site of the first rude church, has recently been dedicated 
to the memory of Father Galtier, the priest who established the first 
mission at this point and gave the city of Saint Paul its name. During 
the days of the Congress, the Cathedral City that rose from a log hut 
in little more than a lifetime, and its proud Twin, first blessed with 
the name of St. Anthony, became for a brief season of grace the pulsing 
heart of the ancient Faith, the very center of the Christian culture 
nourished by the Bread of Life. 

At the solemn pontifical Mass opening the Congress, the Cardinal 
Legate used the chalice which had been used by His Grace, the saintly 
Joseph Cretin, first Bishop of Saint Paul. The silver monstrance in 
which the Blessed Sacrament was encased in the procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament at the close of the Congress was also a sacred relic 
of pioneer days. * 


Theme of the Congress Discussed by Sectional Groups 


The theme of the Congress was: Our Eucharistic King Glorified 
by Sacrifice. In addition to discourses at the functions of corporate 
worship, the theme was developed in the deliberative proceedings of 
twenty-six sectional groups, many of which were a complete innovation 
at a Eucharistic Congress, and no other Congress has ever been organized 
on such a comprehensive scale. Seventy-five prelates participated, one 
presiding, another delivering the principal address, and a third 
leading the discussion in each group meeting. All the subjects of 
discussion centered upon the Holy Eucharist in Its relation to the 


*A replica of this beautiful silver monstrance is shown in our 
cover design. 
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many spheres of Christian life. The Sections were as follows: The 
Clergy, Teachers of High Schools, Teachers of Grade Schools, 
Parents, Journalists and Publishers, Catechists, Rural Workers, Service 
Men, Employers, Employees, the Maronite Rite, Choristers, Liturgists, 
Seminarians, College Teachers, Professional Men, Public Officials, 
Nurses, Charity Workers, Women, the Missionary Union of the Clergy, 
the Holy Name Society, and four for Senior and Junior Youth groups. 


Other Interesting Features 


The splendor of the principal religious functions of the Congress 
was enhanced by the singing of specially trained choirs, with organ or 
orchestral accompaniment. Principal among these were a well trained 
choir of one thousand select voices, the Catholic Choral Society with 
three hundred members, the Saint Paul Seminary choir, and a choir of 
14,000 Catholic school pupils of the upper grades. Aside from this, 
there was congregational singing by the vast army of participants from 
the official Congress hymnal, specially prepared for the occasion. 

The most impressive functions of the Congress were held at Eucha- 
ristic Center in the State Fair grounds, in the outskirts of Saint Paul, 
where sixteen buildings renamed in memory of the deceased Bishops of 
Saint Paul province were set apart to provide accommodations for the 
various events. The center and soul of all was the Eucharistic Temple, 
a magnificent temporary altar enclosed with glass and covered by an 
imposing baldachin rising to a height of fifty feet, which was surmounted 
by a great ten-foot monstrance of silver, a replica of the official mon- 
strance used in the Congress ceremonies. The glass-enclosed center of 
the monstrance was illuminated at night, and shone as a beacon light, 
proclaiming far and near that here the Eucharistic King was holding 
court on His sacramental throne. Seats were provided for approxi- 
mately 100,000 persons in the grandstand. 

Other important liturgical functions were held in the Cathedral of 
Saint Paul and the Basilica of St. Mary in Minneapolis, and in the muni- 
cipal auditoriums of the two cities. 

Two hundred and fifty temporary altars, in addition to the many 
altars in the parish churches, provided ample facilities for the many 
Prelates and the thousands of visiting Priests to offer the Holy Sacrifice 
during the Congress. Thousands of the faithful received Holy Com- 
munion daily, and confessions were heard in all the languages spoken 
by the faithful of the Northwest. 

In the vast throng taking part in the Eucharistic Congress there 
were twenty-one Archbishops, one hundred thirteen Bishops, and eighteen 
Abbots, including representatives from Canada, Mexico and the Carib- 
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bean area. This was the largest gathering of Prelates our country 
witnessed since the 28th International Eucharistic Congress in Chicago 
in 1926. In addition there were thousands of Priests, religious, and lay 
people, numbering in all about 300,000. 

To revive the pleasant memories of the Congress in the minds of 
those who were privileged to attend, and to give some idea of its mag- 
nitude and splendor to those who were not so privileged, we shall en- 
deavor to give a brief review of the principal events, though any attempt 
to do so in the limited space at our disposal must fall far short of the 


glorious reality. 


Monday — June 23 


Formal Reception of the Papal Legate 


Cs and State 
in Minnesota and 
the sister-municipali- 
ties of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis joined in 
a stirring welcome to 
His Eminence, Dennis 
Cardinal Dougherty, 
Archbishop of 
Philadelphia, when 
he arrived on Monday 
afternoon to preside 
over the Congress as 
the personal Legate 
of Pope Pius XII. His 
Eminence was met at 
the Saint Paul Union 
Station by the Most 
Rev. John Gregory 
Murray, Archbishop 
of Saint Paul and 
sponsor of the Con- 
gress, accompanied by 
the Prelates who had 
arrived beforehand. 
Amid _ enthusiastic 
throngs he was es- 





Official Emblem of the 
Ninth National Eucharistic Congress 


corted by auto to the Cathedral, where the ecclesiastical proceedings 


of the Congress were 


formally opened by the liturgical reception of 
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the Legate at 4:30 P.M. The magnificent ceremonial prescribed by the 
ritual was concluded with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, at 
which His Eminence presided. 

On Monday evening, a formal civic reception in honor of the Papal 
Legate was held in the municipal auditorium in Minneapolis, at which 
the Governor of the State of Minnesota and the Mayors of the two 
cities welcomed him in the name of their respective municipalities. 

In his welcoming address, Archbishop Murray stressed the all-em- 
bracing character of the Congress, from which none were excluded 
even though not of the Catholic Faith. He said: “These days of 
prayer in behalf of the recognition of the social sovereignty of Christ 
in the world will be productive of blessings on all our people, for none 
will be excluded either from our prayers or our study of the principles 
that may enable us to make a more effective contribution to the happiness 
of all our fellow-citizens by the exemplification of the teachings of 
Christ.” The Papal Legate responded cordially to the ovations tendered 
him in his official capacity, and spoke of the gravity of the times. 

“It would seem from the current of events throughout the world,” 
His Eminence remarked during the course of his address, “that our 
beloved country may be destined in the Providence of God to play a 
much more important role than it has played up to the present. In that 
event, the American people should learn from past and from actual 
history, if it turn its back on its Creator and follow after false gods in 
the shape of pride, pleasure, forgetfulness of the Almighty, it will meet 
the fate of other peoples and nations which adored the golden calf and 
wallowed in vice. When the ancient Roman Empire had discarded 
natural virtues and adopted the corruption of conquered Oriental 
peoples, God broke it into pieces under the blows of the barbarians from 
the north. If, in the spirit and example of this Eucharistic Congress, we 
follow right reason and give to God what is God’s, if we worship, praise 
and thank Him for His mercies, we shall continue to receive His bless- 
ing, and shall be a nation happy, united and unconquerable.” 


Tuesday — June 24 
Solemn Pontifical Mass 


Pontifical Mass celebrated at the Eucharistic Center by His Emi- 
nence, Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, in the presence of one hundred 
and thirty Archbishops and Bishops, scores of Monsignori, a thousand 
Priests, thousands of Sisters, and approximately 100,000 of the faithful. 
Ordinarily the Mass of the Blessed Sacrament is said on the occasion 


. HE Congress was formally opened on Tuesday morning with solemn 
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of the opening of a Eucharistic Congress, but as it was the feast of 
the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, the Mass was that of the feast. 
And fittingly was this Mass chosen for the opening of the Congress, 
for just as the birth of St. John, the Precursor of Our Savior, was the 
beginning of a long period of Divine graces and favors, so also his 
feast served as a prelude to the season of grace of the Congress. 

The sermon, keynoting the theme of the Congress, was delivered 
by His Excellency, the Most Reverend Samuel A Stritch, Archbishop 
of Chicago. Speaking on the theme, “Christ Glorified by His Own 
Sacrifice,” the Archbishop pointed to sin as the root factor behind the 
present world catastrophe. The following brief excerpts from his in- 
spiring sermon will convey its central thought: — 


Trouble and catastrophe have settled on the world. Groans of 
misery, sighs of suffering, cries of torture, reach our ears, and all 
mankind seems to cry out with the prophet: “We looked for peace and 
there is none; for the time of healing, and behold there is trouble.’ 
Fair trophies of yesterworld are in ruins; the plains, the mountains, 
the skies and the oceans are turned to battlefields, and ugly fear fills 
the souls of thousands. What has happened? A thousand voices 
answer our question. They speak of unequal economic opportunities, 
overdense populations, maldistribution of natural resources and im- 
possible trade barriers. All these things go into the making of the 
tragedy; but they are not its root, and indeed are related to its root 
only as secondary causes. 

Human society takes its motivation, its urge, from the answer 
which men give to the question: What is man’s purpose, what his 
dignity, what his rights? ... To discover the root trouble in our 
world, we must go straight to finding out what is the answer which our 
leaders are giving to this question. And strange as it may seem, when 
we consider the divergencies among them, they are in unison, very 
many of them who are forming public policies in the world, in denying 
sin. They talk about ethical customs which they trace to environment, 
conventions, heredity and expediency; but sin, a violation of God's 
law which brings personal guilt and personal accountability before a 
Divine tribunal, they want to take out of the human vocabulary. In 
personal conduct as well as in social and international relations they 
discard the thought of God’s law, and then talk about rights and justice. 

This attempt of moderns to do away with the inescapable fact 
of sin in human life is stupid, foolish; it is the root of our great 
troubles. As well try to forget the raging tempest, the violent lightning, 
the earthquake, the volcano, sickness, death itself, as to try to abstract 
from the fact of sin. Whatever else may be proposed for the making 
of a better day for suffering humanity, first men must face the ugly, 
hideous fact of sin... 


His Excellency then recalled the nobility of the first man in his 
state of innocence, the tragic effects of sin both in the natural and 
supernatural life of man, and the power established by the mercy of 
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God to destroy sin in the incarnation of the Word and His Sacrifice 
on Calvary, which he called “the great, perfect act of love which Christ 
made on Calvary’s Cross once and forever that man might blot out 
sin.” “Christ hanging dead on the Cross,” he said, “is glorified in the 
very excellence of His own Sacrifice... This is the great event after 
sin — the event which stands over against sin. And through the Mass 
it continues among us, a lasting Sacrifice. On our altars, from the 
rising to the setting of the sun, Christ’s Sacrifice of love goes on and 
on... We can be no more indifferent to sin than was Christ. With 
Him we must try to bring sinners to repentance and grace, and with 
Him we must make reparation for the sins of men...” 


Holy Hour and Midnight Mass 


The second great demonstration of the Congress was the Holy Hour 
for men on Tuesday night, followed by midnight Mass celebrated by 
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, Apos- 
tolic Delegate to the United States. The Holy Hour was conducted 
by the Most Reverend John J. Mitty, Archbishop of San Francisco. 
The number of those participating is estimated at 75,000 men and boys, 
who knelt under a starry sky around the great Eucharistic altar, upon 
which the Blessed Sacrament was exposed. At each side of the brilliantly 
lighted altar sat rows of Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Monsignori, and 
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre. Approximately 5,000 women attended. 

Archbishop Mitty preached an eloquent sermon, in which he spoke 
of the rejection of Christ by His own people, and which he declared 
to be the greatest tragedy of human history. He pointed out that this 
repudiation of Christ has been repeated throughout the centuries, and is 
being repeated by men and nations today, and men are now reaping the 
consequences of this rejection. 

He spoke of the Blessed Sacrament as the touchstone of faith, the 
test of fellowship with Christ down through the centuries, which has 
divided mankind into two classes: those who murmur and find it a hard 
saying and who will not walk with Christ, and those who accept it and 
find it to be a sacred bond of union with Christ and the pledge of life 
eternal... “Our place,” he said, “is with the Apostles; it is with the 
Church of Christ during nineteen centuries; it is with the millions upon 
millions of men, women and children who have believed and trusted in 
Christ.” 

Following the sermon, Benediction was given with the Blessed Sac- 
rament. As the tones of the concluding hymn died away, voices like 
the low rolling of thunder resounded as the kneeling multitudes recited 
the Litany of the Holy Name. Then the lights in the grandstand were 
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extinguished, and each participant lighted his candle, the thousands of 
flickering flames presenting an overwhelmingly beautiful and touching 
spectacle of faith and love. Standing at their places and holding 
their lighted tapers the men joined in a mighty chorus in re- 
newing their Holy Name pledge. The impressive ceremonies were 
concluded by a Low Mass, at which a hundred Priests distributed Holy 
Communion to approximately 50,000. 


Wednesday — June 25 
The Participation of Youth 
W': “Christ’s Sacrifice and the Importance of Personal Sacrifice” 


as its underlying theme, an impressive youth program was ar- 

ranged. This Eucharistic Congress was the first to emphasize 
the youth section in a special manner. In fact, no particular group was 
offered such a complete and detailed program as the young people. 
Besides participating in the major Congress functions, the activities 
for youth included daily Pontifical Masses, eight sectional meetings 
and two Holy Hours. 

One of the most impressive ceremonies, both of the Congress and 
of the youth program, was the Pontifical Mass celebrated at Eucharistic 
Center on Wednesday morning by the Most Reverend Edward Mooney, 
Archbishop of Detroit, at which approximately 50,000 children and 
youths assisted. Parents and teachers swelled the crowd to approxi- 
mately 100,000. 

Fourteen thousand boys and girls from seventy-five Catholic schools 
of the Twin Cities led in singing the common of the Mass, and two 
hundred seminarians and Priests rendered the proper parts. The sun 
shone forth in all its splendor, sending the temperature to a very high 
degree, and causing a great number of heat prostrations. The masses 
of children, many of them wearing uniforms, formed a colorful picture, 
displaying combinations of dark and light blue, scarlet, pale yellow, 
green and gold, with white prevailing. By their excellent rendition of 
the chant in their clear, youthful voices, they gave striking evidence 
of their excellent training during the past school year. 

The speaker on this occasion was the Most Reverend Francis J. 
Spellman, Archbishop of New York, who appealed to his listeners, both 
young and old, to bring personal sacrifices in order to atone for sin and 
to help bring the world back to peace and unity under God. 

In the evening, children and young folks of all ages gathered in 
the two municipal auditoriums for special sectional meetings. They 
were divided into groups according to age levels, each group being 
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addressed by a speaker prominent in the direction of youth organiza- 
tions. The Rev. Daniel A. Lord, S.J., National Director of the Blessed 
Virgin Sodality, speaking to one of the groups in the Saint Paul audi- 
torium, discussed the topic: “The Road of Sacrifice, the Road of 
Glory.” He appealed to the chivalry of youth, reminding his youthful 
listeners that sacrifice is a holy thing, and the only possible way to 
greatness. “It is magnificent,” he said, “always to repel the dive-bom- 
bers of temptation and to extinguish the incendiary bombs of passion 
as they flare. It is splendid to be proud of one’s Faith always, even 
when others may smile or sneer or be condescendingly amused. Through 
sacrifice, God comes to men. Through sacrifice, youth comes to God. 
But through sacrifice you and I shall bring happiness to the world and 
lasting joy to our own souls.” 

The Right Rev. Msgr. James A. McNulty, Director of Catholic 
Youth Organizations in Newark, N. J., spoke on the “Social Sovereignty 
of Christ — Christ is King.” “The confusion and disaster about us,” 
he said, “have come from the denial of the Kingship of Christ over all 
human society, together with a wilful disregard of His teaching. In 
our days, these godless rulers of helpless peoples have gained the 
places of the mighty. They have begun youth movements that follow 
the inescapable denial of God. The tragedy of it all is that these un- 
fortunate youths, with a grand enthusiasm for a false cause, with all 
the weakness of falsehood, work and suffer and perhaps die, for nothing 
worthwhile. These youths, whose lives have been warped by false 
standards, are growing up with you. Will their ideas or yours succeed 
in fashioning the world of tomorrow ?” 


The Participation of Women 


Just as women have played an important part in the history of 
the Church down through the ages, so too they had their own special 
activities during the Congress, in addition to their participation in the 
general functions. Principal among these were the Holy Hours in the 
two civic auditoriums on Wednesday night, and the special sectional 
meeting on Wednesday afternoon, which had been scheduled to take 
place in Marty hall, but which had to be transferred to the grandstand 
on account of the large numbers who attended. 

The theme of the afternoon meeting — the largest sectional meeting 
of the Congress — was, “Christ Glorified in the Sacrifice of Women 
in the Service of Church and State.” The address was given by the 
Right Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Ready, General Secretary of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference. Several women prominent in social ser- 
vice activities spoke on various phases of the discussion theme. In his 
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“We. indite the deav Chi of Mary 


to join in our 


Solemn Novena in honor of her 


ASSUMPTION 


August 6 — 14 


To be offered in our three Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration 


at Clyde, Missouri — Mundelein, Illinois — and Tucson, Arizona 


-0-0-0- 
Shanksgivings from Grateful Cents 


“IT made the novena to the Blessed Virgin in honor of the Assumption, 
and used the prayers recommended in your announcement. God granted my 
request. My dear mother had suffered from a certain affliction for some 30 
years. A few days after I finished the novena, she said she was entirely 
cured. You can imagine my happiness, and in gratitude I am trying to spread 
devotion to Mary.” (Miss D. M., Texarkana, Texas.) 


“I want to participate in your Novena to Our Blessed Lady as I did 
last year. My parents and I were destitute, having hardly enough from 
meal to meal, and we did not know when my father would be called back 
to work. I made the Novena to Our Lady, and on the afternoon of August 
15th a telephone call came, telling my father to come to work the next day. 
He has worked steady since then.’”’ (A. B., Detroit, Mich.) 


-0-0-0- 
Prayer for the Ol atine 


EMEMBER, Q most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that 
anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help or sought thy 
intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly 
unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee I come, before 

thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise 
not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen. 
(Indulgence of 3 years, each time. Sept. 8, 1935.) 
Hail Mary, etc. three times. 








— O-0-0-- <= a 
| Cw: Most Faithful Mi stiitin 
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FTER the names of illustrious persons, there is often 
appended a long list of abbreviations indicating their attain- 
ments in the various branches of higher education. But 
who of all these great ones of earth can claim so many or 

such glorious titles as our Heavenly Mother? The litany in her honor 
enumerates many of her beautiful titles, which inspire us greatly 
with confidence in her mediation. But on the Feast of the Assump- 
tion, the title, Queen of All Saints, seems to come most readily to 
our minds. We picture Mary enthroned in honor as the triumphant 
Daughter of God the Father, the triumphant Mother of God the Son, 
and the triumphant Spouse of God the Holy Ghost. Surrounding 
her, in all their ranks and choirs, are the multitudinous angels and 
the hosts of earth’s conquerors, the saints. 








Yet, amid all her glory, we know that Mary is never unmindful 
of us, weary pilgrims of earth, who are yearning to share her ever- 
lasting joys. We know that, Queen though she be, she is still imbued 
with the deepest humility, that virtue which is so pleasing to God 
that He cannot refuse any grace to the humble and confident soul. 
And knowing that God still has ‘“‘regard to the humility of His 
Handmaid,’’ we invoke this gracious Queen to intercede in our behalf 
in the many needs that press upon us. We invoke her with utmost 
confidence because we know she is the Virgin Most Faithful who 
never abandons her children, who, did she need to persevere in 
prayer as we often do to obtain a grace from her Son, would ever 
be faithful until she obtained the request. But can we so much as 
imagine that Jesus would make this most holy and loving Mother 
beseech Him with tears and prolonged supplications before He 
deigned to hear her? Ah, no! Jesus is still the most perfect of 
sons, and knowing the desires of His ever-Blessed Mother, it is His 
great pleasure to anticipate her requests. 








And so, O Mary, we commend to thee the needs and desires of 
our hearts, knowing that ‘‘whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God 
will give it to thee.” We are aware that the favors that have been 
obtained through thy intercession are more numerous than the sands 
of the seashore. And still thy prayer is so potent that the number 
of new favors yet to be granted surpasses those thou hast already 
obtained. O Mary, deign, then, to obtain the requests which we now 
place in thy hands if they be for our greater good and for God’s glory. 


-O-0-0- 


Send us your petitions, to be placed on the High Altar 
during the Novena, 
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Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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inspiring discourse the speaker declared that although institutions of 
religion should be given financial support, these institutions are only 
means to an end. The end, he said, is living a Christian life. The pur- 
pose of all Catholic practice is to extend the Kingdom of God on earth. 

At the Holy Hours for women on Wednesday night, the Most Rev. 
William A. Griffin, Bishop of Trenton, presided over the Saint Paul 
group, and the Most Reverend Edward F. Hoban, Bishop of Rockford, 
over the Minneapolis group. Bishop Griffin called upon the women to 
maintain “the traditional virtues of womanhood in a decadent civiliza- 
tion.” He asked each one to be a “handmaid of the Blessed Sacrament,” 
and told the women that true Catholic womanhood is best brought about 
by identifying oneself with Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. 

For the thousands of Sisters of all religious Orders attending 
the Congress, there were Holy Hours in the afternoon, that at the 
Saint Paul Cathedral being conducted by the Most Rev. Thomas A. 
McLaughlin, Bishop of Paterson, and that at the Basilica of St. Mary 
in Minneapolis, by the Most Rev. George J. Rehring, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Cincinnati. 


Thursday — June 26 
Closing Ceremonies 


‘HE final day of the Congress began with the celebration of the 
| beautiful and colorful Liturgy of St. John Chrysostomi, the Mass of 
the Byzantine-Slavonic Rite (Greek) in the Basilica of St. Mary in 
Minneapolis, and of the Mass of the Maronite Rite (Syrian) in the 
Cathedral of Saint Paul. The Liturgy of Antioch, ascribed to St. James 
the Apostle, is the one used in the Maronite rite, and the language is 
the Aramaic tongue, spoken by Christ Himself. Both were celebrated 
in all the splendor of Oriental ceremonial. 

At ten o’clock, the Most Rev. John J. Glennon, Archbishop of St. 
Louis, celebrated the Pontifical Congress Mass for all the pilgrims in 
the Eucharistic Temple. The Most Rev. Joseph F. Rummel, twice the 
patron of National Eucharistic Congresses, in his eloquent and inspiring 
discourse discussed the doctrine of the Mystical Body of Christ, and 
urged all the faithful to unite the sacrifices of their personal lives, 
particularly in these days of national emergency, most intimately with 
the Sacrifice of Christ, in order that all may be one in Him, the Head 
of the Mystical Body, the Church. 


Royal Progress of the King 
The magnificent climax of the Congress was reached in the glorious 
procession and Benediction which brought it to a triumphal close early 
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Thursday evening. The number of those who marched in the procession 
was estimated at 80,000, while some 200,000 spectators lined its course 
and filled every available space of the grandstand and the surrounding 
grounds. Among the latter were many non-Catholics, whose respectful 
and reverent attitude bespoke their deep edification. In fact, throughout 
the Congress the people of all faiths manifested a true spirit of religious 
tolerance and lent their assistance in many ways. 

Words are inadequate to describe the glorious recessional in which 
the Eucharistic King, in royal progress, attended by His thousands of 
faithful courtiers, passed along lanes decorated with banners and flowers 
to His Throne, to bestow His final Benediction upon those assembled 
as well as upon the absent thousands of the faithful who were united 
in spirit with the throngs at His feet. 

As the gathering crowds swelled in numbers and the units of the 
procession formed, the sky became overcast with dark, lowering clouds. 
About one o’clock the long threatening storm broke and drenching rains 
descended — a visible token of the invisible graces which the Congress 
drew down upon the world. Undaunted, the assembled marchers and 
spectators stood their ground, their happy smiles seeming to indicate 
that they deemed it a privilege to answer the call to sacrifice for Christ, 
about which they had heard and thought and spoken so much during 
the preceding days. 

Before-the procession started, a message from the Holy Father was 
broadcast from the Vatican. With reverent attention Catholics and 
non-Catholics alike listened to the voice of the Supreme Pontiff of 
Christendom as he greeted his beloved children with paternal affection, 
earnestly warned them against the flood of paganism which is sweeping 
over the world today, and imparted to them His Apostolic Blessing. 
{The full text of this message is given on page 117). This message was 
carried over radio networks to Catholics over the entire nation, and by 
virtue of a privilege recently granted, all who heard could participate 
in the Papal Blessing. 

As soon as the Papal address had ended, the solemn strains of the 
Pange Lingua, broadcast over the entire line of march by a series of 
loud-speakers, gave the signal for the procession to start, despite the 
fact that it was still raining. Once the procession had gotten under 
‘way, however, the downpour diminished to occasional showers, broken 
by short periods of sunshine. The Prelates had been provided with 
cellophane capes and coverings to protect their vestments and mitres. 

Enclosed in the beautiful Tissot monstrance, the Blessed Sacrament 
was borne by Archbishop Murray from St. Andrew’s Church to Como 
Park, where It was enshrined on a beautiful tabor, surrounded by 
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lights and flowers and guarded by Prelates and Priests. Immediately 
preceding the Blessed Sacrament were sixty little girls and boys in 
white from St. Andrew’s parish, chosen as a special escort of honor. 

As the marchers passed the throne, they bowed their heads in 
reverence to the Blessed Sacrament. Along the processional way were 
large golden chalices, interspersed with other decorations, and a few 
rods from the altar stood a tall Celtic cross, composed entirely of 
growing plants. 

The procession, composed of eight divisions, was eight miles long, 
and required four hours to traverse the two-mile course. There were 
no drums or bugles, no bands or orchestral instruments, but a con- 
tinuous and full-throated chorus of homage and reparation, expressing 
in song and prayer the love of Catholic hearts for the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. By means of loudspeakers strung along the line of march, the 
singing was kept in perfect unison. The people had been directed to 
carry their rosaries in their hands, and when they were not singing, 
they prayed the Rosary. Those in Como park responded to Archbishop 
Murray who, standing with other dignitaries on the reviewing stand 
beneath the throne, prayed and sang in a vigorous voice throughout 
the procession. : 

Lighted candles, carried not only by members of the hierarchy 
and the Priests, but also by thousands of lay marchers, formed a colorful 
aspect of the procession. 

The Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus of the Archdiocese of 
St. Paul had been designated the official Guard of Honor for the Blessed 
Sacrament. They carried the canopy under which the monstrance was 
borne and flanked the line of Prelates from St. Andrew’s Church to 
the Throne of Exposition in Como Park, and thence to the Eucharistic 
Center for the final Benediction. Arrayed in dress suits and red-lined 
capes, with plumed hats, they made an impressive picture as they stood 
on guard on each side of the way leading to the throne during the 
procession. Each time the American flag or the Papal flag of white and 
gold passed the throne, their jeweled sabres flashed to a salute position. 

All the hues of the spectrum blended in the pageantry of the 
procession. Brilliant reds, golds, blues and dazzling white were the 
outstanding colors in the uniforms of the marchers; these were inter- 
spersed with varicolored banners, and with the colors of the Papal 
and national flags. Colorful units of the out-of-town parishes included 
a group of Indians in tribal headdress, with bells attached to their 
clothing, which tinkled as they walked along. The Indians represented 
Catholic missions of Northern Minnesota. 

When the final units of the great procession wound past the Throne, 








116 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


with their banners and bright costumes gleaming in the late afternoon 
sunshine, the Sacred Host, encased in the monstrance, was assumed by 
the Most Reverend Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate, 
who carried It to the entrance of the Eucharistic Center. At that point 
the Papal Legate took over the monstrance and carried it to the glass- 
enclosed altar, where he gave the final Benediction. 

Just as the liturgical section, the last in the line of march, entered 
the Eucharistic Center at 6:45 P.M., a fresh downpour of rain broke 
forth. But what did that matter to a people whose thoughts were 
centered upon the one great reality of their lives, and whose hearts 
were intent upon offering a final act of homage and reparation to their 
Eucharistic King? Oblivious of the discomfort of the drenching rain 
and the mud-soaked ground and benches upon which they knelt, they 
joined wholeheartedly in singing the Benediction hymns. And when at 
length the music ceased, an eloquent hush settled upon the vast audience 
as the Monstrance was raised aloft in the hands of the Papal Legate, 
who traced a triple blessing over their bowed heads. In that awe- 
inspiring moment, an almost perceptible tremor swept over the people, 
as if conscious of angelic hosts descending to unite the adorations of 
heaven with those of earth. When the Monstrance had been replaced 
upon the altar, a mighty chorus of voices responded to the invocations 
of the Divine Praises. Then, rising spontaneously to their feet, the 
entire assembly united in singing the “Te Deum,” and it was from hearts 
vibrating with profound emotion and the sincerity of firm conviction 
that the words of the sacred song, “Holy God, we praise Thy Name,” 
swelled upon the air of that never-to-be-forgotten June evening. 

Not until the Papal Legate and other dignitaries of the Church 
had departed did the crowd begin its exodus for shelter and for home. 
The external ceremonies of the Ninth National Eucharistic Congress 
were ended, but its eventful days had left their impression upon the 
living canvas of the pilgrims’ hearts, and as they dispersed to their 
homes, near and far, they bore with them the treasured memory of 
an experience unequalled in its external splendor and unforgettable in 
its soul-stirring appeal. They had been privileged to participate in a 
gigantic act of faith, love and sacrifice, and as they went forth, like 
the Apostles of old, to share with the world the message and the inspira- 
tion of those blessed days in the intimate companionship of their Lord 
and King, one could not but feel that the cause of peace had been 
given a mighty impetus during these days of America’s audience at 
the court of the Prince of Peace. 


_—_—eCo an 
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Address of His Holiness 
Pope Pius XII 
to the Ninth National 
Eucharistic Congress 


June 26, 1941 





Venerable Brothers and Dearly Beloved Children: 


As We send Our voice across the great expanse of sea and land to 
join in your prayer of adoration and thanksgiving, Our soul is stirred by 
the memory of those inspired words of the New Testament prophet, 
“Great and wonderful are Thy works, O Lord God Almighty... Who 
shall not praise Thee and magnify Thy Name?” (Apoc. xv. 3-4.) 

Wonderful indeed is this universe, come from the omnipotent love 
of the Creator; wonderful are its elements which allow God’s human 
creatures to mingle their voices in glorifying Him despite the apparent 
barrier of time and space. Yet more wonderful far is that precious 
token of Christ’s supreme love for man, which has been the center of 
your devotion and your study during these last few unforgettable days. 
Wishing to become a brother to us, the Eternal Son of God took unto 
Himself human flesh and blood; that same Flesh and Blood He leaves 
for us, to be the food of our soul, so that we may become His brothers, 
and if brothers, co-heirs of God through Him. 

You have come, venerable brothers and dear children, from north 
and south, from east and west of the vast United States, from Canada, 
from Mexico and from the islands of the Caribbeans. Our beloved son, 
the Cardinal Archbishop of Philadelphia, has presided over your gather- 
ings in Our name, and as Our legate has brought Us, as it were, visibly 
present among you. 

You have knelt in fervent prayer before the tabernacle of your 
hidden God; you have raised your eyes and bowed your heads in adora- 
tion before the Sacred Host exposed in the priceless monstrance. But 
you know that the bread and wine of the Sacrifice of the New Law has 
not been transubstantiated into the Body and Blood of Christ to find 
a resting place in tabernacle or lunette. No Host is ever consecrated 
but that It should find at last Its way into the breast of man, and so 
during these days as Our thoughts have taken flight to your Twin Cities 
on the upper reaches of the Mississippi, father of streams, where We 
once had the pleasure of visiting Our venerable brother, your devoted 
Archbishop — We seemed to see in vision thousands, yes, tens of thou- 
sands of Our dear children reverently, fervently receiving from the con- 
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secrated hands of God’s priests, the Body and Blood of their Lord and 
Master, their God and Redeemer. 

The nations of the world are there; there is no people of Europe 
but has children of its own blood among you; Asia, Africa, Australia; 
and We see Our dear Negro children and Our dear Indians are there, 
all partaking of the one Victim of Golgotha, all entering into union with 
the Godhead through Christ Jesus, who then abides in them through 
His Holy Spirit. 

“O Sacrament of tender Love! O Sign of unity! O Bond of 
charity!’’ exclaimed St. Augustine; and the zealous Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, whose honored name your city has borne for just one hundred 
years, has taught a Divinely inspired truth in these words: “For we, 
though we be many, are one bread, One body, all that partake of one 
bread”’ (1 Cor. x. 17). ‘‘For what gives the bread?’’ asked St. John 
Chrysostom. “The Body of Christ. And what do they become who 
partake of this? The Body of Christ; not many bodies, but one Body... 
there is not one body for thee, and another for thy neighbor to be 
nourished by, but the very same for all.’ 

Yes, the Sacrament of our altars is a source of union which tran- 
scends all the accidents of history, all the diversifying traits and peculi- 
arities which have divided our scattered human family into different 
groups. It re-consecrates, It elevates, It sanctifies that union which our 
common nature and our universal destiny proclaims. It purifies that 
love which every human heart should cherish for all his fellowmen — 
that love which quickens our zeal to come to the defense of the spiritual 
and moral rights of our fellowman. It deepens that love and steadies 
it, so that no withering blast may make it droop or die. ‘By this shall 
all men know that you are My disciples, if you have love one for 
another” (John xiii. 35), and if through Holy Communion we become 
one with Christ, how can we fail to love all men, for whose love Christ 
died on a Cross? 

It is St. Augustine who has expressed the sublime and awful truth 
so tersely, when writing of the Blessed Sacrament. “If you have re- 
ceived worthily, you are what you have received.”’ St. Thomas, follow- 
ing him, tells us that we are transformed into Christ. 


Necessity of Self-Sacrifice 


And venerable brothers and dearly beloved children, it is a victim 
we have received; it is into a victim we are changed. Well may you ask 
what elements of victimhood are to be found in your lives. And it is 
eminently fitting that you should have proposed as a subject to be dis- 
cussed in the youth section of your Congress: “‘Christ’s Sacrifice and 
the Importance of Personal Sacrifice.’”’ Sacrifice, especially self-sacrifice, 
is an essential element in the life of a victim. Early explorers record 
in their relations their utter amazement at the mighty current that 
sweeps down the Mississippi river. There is a stronger current of black 
paganism sweeping over peoples today, carrying along in its onward 
rush newspapers, magazines, motion pictures, breaking down the barriers 
of self-respect and decency, undermining the foundations of Christian 
culture and education. Only a young man and woman of self-sacrifice— 
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We were almost going to add, heroic self-sacrifice — will escape the flood. 

You live in a country where the tradition of human freedom allows 
you to practice your Faith without let or hindrance. Your chief enemy 
is within you — that natural drag of our fallen humanity to self-seeking 
and sin. Self-sacrifice must combat it. Your parishes multiply, your 
schools and colleges and universities are thronged, your youths’ asso- 
ciations flourish, your organizations of social and civic service are re- 
inforcing those bulwarks of morality and religion, without which no 
nation can aspire to prosperity and peace. But you must not forget 
that you belong to a Church whose Founder and Head was scourged, 
mocked, and crucified (Matt. xx. 19); and that His Body, which is the 
Church, as It has always suffered persecution, so It is today being 
persecuted — persecuted in some of its members so artfully, that it is 
difficult to measure how far-reaching the effect may be. 

And — bitter tragedy of it all — loyal Catholic fathers and mothers, 
with sorrow gnawing at their hearts, must contemplate the danger, 
which every day looms more threatening, that their children and their 
children’s children may be deprived of their precious heritage of faith, 
which they had hoped to safeguard for them. 


Sympathy for Christ’s Suffering Members 


In Our discourse of last Easter, as you will remember, Our paternal 
heart sent a special word of comfort and encouragement to those whose 
fidelity to Christ is forcing them to walk the sorrowful way of the Cross. 
These, venerable brothers and beloved children, are members of the 
same Body, Christ, as you. Through the Sacrament of our altars, the 
same life-giving Spirit has nourished their souls and yours. If they 
are asked to suffer for faith the physical pain and mental anguish of 
Christ’s Passion, have they not a special claim to prayerful sympathy 
of Christ’s other members? ‘Who is weak, and I am not weak?” (2 Cor. 
xi. 29) was the cry of the apostle’s heart of St. Paul; it should find a 
clear echo in every truly Catholic heart, an echo which, like the apostle’s 
voice, is not broken against the narrow confines erected by man, but 
carries to every corner of the earth, where members of Christ’s Body 
are suffering and in need. 

This burning, unquenchable zeal to defend and to spread God’s 
kingdom on earth, which made St. Paul’s soul so truly Christlike, has 
Tun through all the sessions of your Congress, We are sure, and has 
been fanned to steadier, purer flame by your love of the Divine Victim 
of our Holy Sacrifice. Your lives will bear testimony to that zeal of 
an apostle. And may the Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament 
be praised, adored and loved with grateful affection, at every moment, 
in all the tabernacles of the worid, even to the end of time. 

With this familiar prayer on Our lips, as a pledge of the Sacred 
Heart’s tenderest and overflowing love for all men, to those present, to 
all who have taken part in the Congress even though only in spirit, to 
all Our dear children of the United States and those countries repre- 
sented by their Bishops, with the deep affection of Our paternal heart, 
We impart the Apostolic Benediction. 


—<-<—<—~< 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE VIII — I Believe in the Holy Ghost 


Part Il — The Operations of the Holy Spirit 
>: =~ 
4. The Inspirer of Holy Scripture 


HE truths which have come down to us from God are called “‘Revela- 
tion.”” These have been transmitted to us through Tradition and 
Holy Scripture, the unwritten and the written word of God. The 

Church teaches that the Canon of Scripture, that is, the books contained 
in the Holy Bible as authenticated by Pope St. Damasus and confirmed 
by the Council of Trent in 1546 and that of the Vatican in 1870, were 
written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and consequently have 
God for their Author. (The Canon consists of the forty-six books of 
the Old Testament and the twenty-seven books of the New Testament 
contained in the Latin Vulgate, of which the Douay version has been 
approved as being an authentic English translation, as has also the 
revised translation of the New Testament recently completed.) Those 
who actually wrote the Scriptures were but the instruments employed 
by the Holy Spirit, who is the real Author of them. 

Pope Clement, a disciple of St. Peter, calls the Bible ‘“‘the true 
teaching of the Holy Spirit.”” St. Irenaeus (202) calls it “the word 
of the Holy Spirit.”” St. Justin, Martyr (166) compares the writers 
of the Bible to musical instruments on which the Holy Spirit played. 
Pope St. Gregory the Great (604) says that the Holy Spirit ‘‘dictated” 
and consequently “‘Himself composed” the Bible. The Scriptures are 
therefore exempt from error, because they are the direct inspiration of 
the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity. 


5. His Operations in Mary, His Immaculate Spouse 

As the centuries passed, the Holy Spirit gradually prepared and 
finally introduced the work of salvation. To this end He sanctified in 
an extraordinary degree both the parents of St. John the Baptist, the 
Precursor of the Redeemer, and the Precursor himself when he was yet 
unborn, as also the parents of that Blessed One among women who was 
destined to become the Mother of the Savior. And finally He sanctified 
in a supereminent degree the Virgin herself who was chosen from all 
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eternity to be the special instrument of God in the work of the Redemp- 
tion, that she might be worthy of the unique and exalted position which 
in the eternal counsels of God she was destined to fill. 

From the first moment of her existence, therefore, from the first 
moment of her conception, the Holy Spirit took full possession of Mary 
and overwhelmed her soul with the fulness of His gifts and graces. As 
a royal bridegroom adorns his bride with rich garments and jewels 
befitting her high station, so the Holy Spirit adorned His spotless Spouse 
with the most royal adornments of grace, in order that she might be 
His worthy Spouse and the worthy Mother of the Son of God. He with- 
held no grace that could beautify the soul of Mary and render her a 
worthy temple of the Godhead. The Immaculate Conception of the 
Mother of God was the first fruit of the full and perfect sanctifying grace 
of the Holy Spirit. She was the only one in the natural lineage of the 
children of Adam in whom sin had no place. The Holy Spirit sheltered 
and preserved her from the inheritance of original sin, so that never for 
a moment was so much as a shadow cast by sin upon her spotless soul. 

“The most glorious Virgin,’’ wrote Pope Leo XIII, “in whom the 
Almighty wrought great things, received such an effusion of all heavenly 
gifts, such a plenitude of graces, such great sanctity, that she was, so 
to speak, the ineffable miracle of God, or rather, the masterpiece of 
miracles.’’ Such were the marvels wrought by the Spirit of Divine Love 
in His first overshadowing of the Virgin of virgins. 


As the Spouse of the Holy Spirit, Mary was overshadowed a second 
time at the moment of the incarnation, when the Holy Ghost wrought 
in her that incomprehensible miracle by which she became the Mother 
of God without ceasing to be a virgin. By the overshadowing of the Holy 
Spirit and in the power of the Most High, she, in the fulness of time, 
conceived and brought forth the Son of God without losing her virginity, 
as we profess in the Creed. ‘‘Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost and 
born of the Virgin Mary.’’ How ineffable and sublime must have been 
the operations of grace and sanctification which the Holy Spirit accom- 
plished in the soul of His elect Bride in this mystery, to perfect her 
preparation for her sublime dignity of Mother of God! If, as Cardinal 
Newman writes, it was necessary that the Prophets be holy in order to 
announce the word of God, how much more necessary was it that she 
should be holy who was so favored that the true and substantial Word 
of God actually dwelt in her and assumed flesh of her substance? 


As the Spouse of the Holy Spirit, Mary was overshadowed a third 
time on the great day of Pentecost, when she became the Mother of the 
Church, the Mystical Body of Christ. Again the Divine Giver of gifts 
poured into the soul of His Immaculate Spouse such torrents of heavenly 
graces that our human mind is utterly incapable of forming any idea 
of the heights of sanctity to which she was raised. This favor, as spiri- 
tual writers tell us, came upon Mary not so much for her own sanctifica- 
tion, which was already sealed, as to consecrate her the Mother of the 
Mystical Body of Christ, even as she was the Mother of His human Body. 
Around her, from whom God had taken to Himself a human body, the 
infant Church, His Mystical Body, was to take shape and form; by her 
it was to be nourished and fostered and protected, even as was the 
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Sacred Humanity of Christ. Mary was now the Mother of mankind, 
not only by the appointment of her Divine Son on the Cross, but by the 
consecration of the Holy Spirit in her sublime office as Mediatrix of all 
graces. As she had co-operated with Jesus, her Divine Son, in the work 
of Redemption, so now she was to co-operate with the Holy Spirit, her 
Divine Spouse, in communicating to souls the graces merited by the 
Redemption. 

These three mysteries initiated, so to say, the outstanding epochs in 
the work of Mary’s sanctification. But what shall we say of the marvel- 
ous operations of the Holy Spirit in her soul during her entire lifetime, 
when day after day she co-operated perfectly with every inspiration and 
grace, her every act redoubling her treasures of grace and merit, so that 
at the end of her life she had attained a degree of holiness which only 
the Creator Himself is able to apprehend. Sunk in the contemplation of 
the fathomless depths of Mary’s sanctity, will not our souls, in admira- 
tion and wonder, extol this marvelous work of the Divine Spirit, the 
Author of all holiness? 


6. His Operations in the Incarnate Word 


But these sublime fruits of sanctification were eclipsed by the in- 
finitely more sublime operations of the Holy Spirit in the Soul of the 
God-man, Jesus Christ, the masterpiece of His creation. For Mary was 
but the day-star preceding the Sun of Justice, the rising dawn ushering 
in the perfect day of Redemption. She was sanctified, not for her own 
sake, but, in the first place, that she might become the worthy tabernacle 
of the Incarnate God and the channel of His graces to mankind. 

“Among the external operations of God,’’ writes Pope Leo XIII in 
his Encyclical on the Holy Ghost, “the highest of all is the mystery of 
the incarnation of the Word, in which the splendor of the Divine perfec- 
tions shines forth so brightly that nothing more sublime can even be 
imagined, nothing else could have been more salutary to the human 
race. Now this work, although belonging to the whole Trinity, is still 
appropriated especially to the Holy Ghost, so that the Gospels thus 
speak of the Blessed Virgin: ‘She was found with Child of the Holy 
Spirit,’ and, ‘That which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit’ 
(Matt. i. 18, 20). And this is rightly attributed to Him who is the Love 
of the Father and the Son, since this great mystery of piety proceeds 
from the infinite love of God towards man, as St. John tells us: ‘God so 
loved the world as to give us His only-begotten Son’ (iii. 16).”’ 

To the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity is appropriated every 
work of sanctification, and therefore in a most special way, that work 
which is the source and fountain from which flows all our supernatural 
good. It is the Holy Spirit who fashioned the Sacred Humanity. It is 
the Holy Spirit who has given a Savior to us —the Holy Spirit, who 
is the Goodness of God as well as His Love. Jesus is the gift made to 
us by the Goodness of God; the act of giving is peculiarly appropriate to 
Him who Himself is the Gift of God, and the Giver of every gift. 

In this mystery, as we know, the Holy Trinity created a soul which 
It united to a human body so as to form one human nature, and united 
this human nature to the Divine Person of the Son of God. This union 
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of the human nature with the Divine in the Divine Person of Jesus 
Christ is called, in theological terms, the “‘hypostatic union.” 

By the operation of the Holy Spirit, not only was the conception 
of Christ accomplished, but also the sanctification of His Soul, which in 
Holy Scripture is called His ‘‘anointing’’ (Acts x. 38). The hypostatic 
union itself was the unction which made our Savior the great Prophet, 
High Priest and King of the new and eternal covenant. By it the human 
nature of Christ was most gloriously endowed with every grace and per- 
fection, natural and supernatural, such as beseemed the Son of God, 
the Head of angels and of men, the King of the universe, the Lord, the 
Judge and the Mediator of mankind. All the gifts of the Holy Ghost 
inundated the Soul of Christ. In Him resided the absolute fulness of 
grace, in the greatest and most efficacious manner possible; in Him were 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, graces, virtues, and all 
other gifts foretold in the prophecies of Isaias. (xi. 2-3.) 

Most intimate and incomprehensible was the union of the God-man 
with the Holy Spirit, whose inspirations and guidance He followed with 
infinite perfection. To manifest the Divinity of the Savior, to proclaim 
to the world that He was the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed of the 
Lord, the Holy Spirit visibly descended upon Jesus under the form of 
a dove on the day of His baptism, when He was about to enter upon 
His public life. For this was the sign by which the Messiah was to be 
recognized, as was declared by His Precursor: “He upon whom thou 
wilt see the Spirit descending and abiding upon Him, He it is who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit’’ (John i. 33). 

At the beginning of His public life, Jesus manifested His relations 
with the Holy Spirit by applying to Himself the words of the Prophet 
Isaias as evidence of His Messianic mission. Returning to Galilee after 
His forty days’ sojourn in the desert, He entered the synagogue at 
Nazareth on the Sabbath day, and taking up the scroll of the Scriptures, 
read the following passage: ‘“‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me; because 
He has anointed Me; to bring good news to the poor He has sent Me, 
to proclaim to the captives release, and sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty the oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and 
the day of recompense.” Then, replacing the scroll and seating Himself, 
He solemnly declared to the assembled Jews: “‘Today this Scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing’ (Luke iv. 16-21). 

Christ was directed and inspired by the Holy Spirit in all things. 
It was the Holy Spirit who led Him into the desert to be tempted (Luke 
iv. 1); and it was in the “power of the Spirit” that He returned into 
Galilee and began His teaching mission. By the action of the same 
Holy Spirit He cast out devils from those possessed. (Matt. xii. 28.) And 
finally, as St. Paul tells us, in the chief work of Christ — His bloody 
sacrifice upon the Cross for the salvation of the world — it was by the 
Holy Spirit that He offered Himself. (Heb. ix. 14.) Thus we see 
that the entire human activity of Christ was directed by the Spirit of 
Love, the Spirit of Holiness; and the Soul of Christ was infinitely docile 
to the promptings of the Spirit of Love, who inspired and ruled all His 
movements and all His acts and made them pleasing to the Heavenly 


Father. To be continued 
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HE souls in purgatory, so tormented and so oft forgotten, 
are utterly incapable of helping themselves. On earth, even 
in the midst of our greatest trials, we can form no idea of 
their sufferings. Artists and writers sometimes represent 
graphic pictures of human suffering by portraying solitary 
rocks on deserted ocean shores, against which the waves 
continuously dash, and upon which shipwrecked men have taken refuge, 
worn out by pain and grief. These poor men hold out their hands in 
supplication to the passing ships, and mingle their voices with the noise 
of wind and waves, beseeching pity and relief. Such pictures often 
move people to tears, and yet they are not even a shadow of the reality 
of the sufferings endured by the poor souls. More barren than the 
bleakest crag on a desolate shore, purgatory is a rock of refuge, but all 
inflamed with the fire of Divine Justice, from which our deceased 
brethren stretch pleading hands for some one to rescue them from 
their dreadful sufferings. 

Standing, as it were, on this desolate shore, facing the world they 
quitted in the midst of tears shed at their departure, their hands lifted 
up towards us, these suffering souls cry out in the darkness which 
surrounds them: “Oh, you who pass by on the sea of time, where lately 
we sailed together, stay and see if there be any pain like unto ours, 
any sufferers more forgotten, more lonely, more forsaken?” And we, 
careless travellers, pass on, laughing and lighthearted, without once 
thinking of these poor suppliants who stretch out their hands to us. 

To deliver these souls and transport them to the heavenly shores 
for which they so ardently long requires but little effort on our part, 
for we can break their captive chains by our prayers, our good deeds, 
our offering of Holy Mass and Holy Communion in their behalf. But 
by our forgetfulness, our indifference, our ingratitude, we seem to say 
to them: “Remain where you are! Remain there until by your own 
sufferings you cancel the debts you owe to Divine Justice!” Can we 
call this Christian charity? 

After all, who are these souls so cruelly forsaken? They are 
human beings like ourselves, and the thought of their suffering in itself 
should be sufficient to touch our hearts. But they are more than this: 
They are our brethren, our brothers and sisters by faith, united to us 
by the bond of charity, forming with us a single family wherein all 
take part in each other’s merits, and by a fraternal intercourse communi- 
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cate to one another the treasures of grace derived from God through 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Yes, all of us merit in this touching and harmonious union. In this 
Fatherhood of God and the Church we are all one as members of Christ’s 
Mystical Body. While we on earth, brothers in exile, raise our hands 
in supplication to the saints, our brothers in the heavenly country, the 
souls in purgatory lift up their hands to us and cry out: “Come and 
help us, for we are your brethren.” O sweet and Divine union of the 
whole Church! Christians and children of God as we are, in heaven, 
in purgatory, and on earth, we share in one and the same Divine life! 
And as in the human body each member shares in the sufferings of the 
other members, so, if we are true Christians, we cannot but share in 
the sufferings of our fellow creatures. Where is our brotherhood, if, 
while our common Mother the Church, weeps, like Rachel, over her 
children who are no more, we, through our selfishness, sloth and in- 
difference, leave our brethren in those burning flames from which we 
could so easily withdraw them? What though these souls were strangers 
to us in this life? In the Heart of Jesus we recognize them all as our 
brothers and sisters. 

But if the brotherhoad of faith does not awaken an efficacious sym- 
pathy for these suffering souls, will not the brotherhood of nature and 
blood relationship at least stir up our compassion? Do we not hear 
amongst these voices the cry of someone whose days we would have 
given anything to prolong, whose every sigh at the hour of parting was 
a sword which pierced our heart, whom we held in our arms as if to 
prevent death from snatching him from us? Today he holds out his 
hands and cries: “Where are you to whom I gave the sweet name of 
child, of brother, of sister, of friend? You would have kept me with 
you on earth and prolonged my exile. Today you could snatch me 
from the burning abyss and give me heaven, God, eternity! Come 
then, O brother, sister, mother, friend, come with your prayers, your 
good works, your devotedness. Will you condemn me to pay by a 
century of torment the demands of Divine Justice when you could pay 
them in a day, in an hour of sacrifice?” 

And when we reflect that we ourselves may have helped to cover 
them with the burning coals of God’s justice, do we not feel a sense 
of remorse for thus leaving these poor souls in such intense suffering 
and making no attempt to alleviate them? Let us then resolve not to 
let a day pass without offering some prayer, some meritorious work in 
their behalf. Not only will we thus mitigate the intensity of their 
sufferings and shorten their duration, but by our charity we will gain 
for ourselves a treasure of merit whereby our own debts will be canceled. 
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EGEND relates the story of a man who had always 
been very charitable toward the Church, but finally 
grew tired of giving. To an angel who appeared to 
him, the man said somewhat peevishly: “Must I always 
keep on giving and giving, again and again?” The 
angel answered: “No, my friend, just keep on giving 
until the Master stops giving to you. Then you may 
cease your charity.” 

Perhaps our dear readers feel as did this good man when they 
read our oft-repeated petitions in behalf of our new Sanctuary of Per- 
petual Adoration in Tucson, Arizona. Yet necessity compels our knock- 
ing again and again at the door of your hearts, to continue your 
charitable gifts so that we may be able to lift the burden of debt 
resting upon this new Sanctuary. May we hope, then, that the remem- 
brance of Our Lord’s continuous blessings to you may spur you on to 
continue your gifts to Him in this Eucharistic Shrine? 

When you visit the Blessed Sacrament again, try to recall some of 
the gifts you have received from God during the past month, or week, 
or even day: the spiritual graces, the material and physical blessings 
that come to you through the Church, through the sacraments, through 
natural channels, such as light, air, sunshine, food, etc. What a tragedy 
it would be if God suddenly stopped giving us His blessings! We 
should be instantly reduced to our original nothingness if God were 
to withdraw His loving Providence from us for a single instant. 

And Jesus gives not only His gifts, but HIMSELF. He gave His 
last drop of Blood for our Redemption; and now in the Holy Eucharist 
He gives Himself entirely to each one of us. 

We know there are many channels through which our dear friends 
and readers are daily offering gifts to God — gifts which are often the 
fruit of generous sacrifices. But we beg you not to forget our Eucharistic 
Sanctuary in Tucson, where the royal homage of perpetual adoration 
is offered to Him, and where your needs and intentions will be con- 
stantly recommended to Him by the adorers. Calling to mind the 
beautiful theme of the Ninth National Eucharistic Congress, “Our Eu- 
charistic King Glorified by Sacrifice,” we hope the more confidently 
for a gift of sacrificial love from each one of our faithful friends. 
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Little Lovers’ freague 
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(<% E WOULD like to remind our Little Lovers this month 
i ~that when they received the Holy Ghost in Confirmation 
they were made soldiers of Jesus Christ. How many 
. of you have seen a picture of St. George? He is 
usually represented in a suit of armor because he was 
a soldier. He holds a sword and at his feet lies a 
huge dragon which he has slain. We all admire 
heroes like St. George. But we too can be heroes and slay ugly dragons. 
There is one dragon that we all ought to make every effort to kill. It 
is the dragon of selfishness. We cannot expect to overcome this many- 
headed monster all at once, nor will we do it by extraordinary deeds. 
We must do as David did when he slew Goliath. 

If you have read about David in Bible history, you will remember 
he was a little shepherd boy. Goliath was a giant in the army of the 
Philistines. The Philistines were the enemies of the Jewish people. 
They came to attack the Jews. Goliath was very powerful and bragged 
of his strength. He sent word to the Jews that one of the men of their 
army should fight him in a hand-to-hand battle. If Goliath killed the 
man who would fight for the Jews, the Jews would become the slaves 
of the Philistines. But if Goliath should be killed, the Philistines would 
become the slaves of the Jews. Each day for forty days Goliath came 
out in his heavy coat of armor and dared the Jews to send a man to 
fight with him. But none of the Jews dared to take up the challenge. 

Finally, David, who was just a boy, said he would kill Goliath, 
and he really did kill him. How did he do it? First he asked God to 
help him. Then he took his sling and selected several round stones. 
With these he went to meet Goliath. The giant scorned so insignificant 
a boy. But while he was laughing at David, David put a stone in his 
sling, took aim, and struck Goliath in the forehead. Goliath fell to the 
ground dead, and the Jews were thus victorious over the Philistines. 

Now we must use little stones to kill the dragon of selfishness. 
We can do this by giving something to others when we would like to 
keep it, sharing things with others, or doing something for others when 
we do not feel like doing it. There are all kinds of little things, acts 
of kindness and acts of self-denial, by which we can fight this giant. 

Here is a little story about a brother and sister, Harold and Betty, 
which shows how we can practice unselfishness. They were both trying 
to get the most complete collection of bird’s eggs. A -prize had been 
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offered in the Nature Study class at school, and each was eager to win 
the prize. One afternoon as Betty was lying in the hammock, a poor 
boy, to whom she was always especially kind, brought her a kingfisher’s 
egg. Betty was delighted. She had hunted a long time for one of these 
beautiful eggs. It was just what she needed to complete her collection. 
She thanked the boy, who was very happy because she was so pleased. 
Then she ran off and got the box with her eggs. They were all arranged 
in perfect order on pretty pink cotton, each in a little section which she 
had made with cardboard partitions. Each section had a neat little 
label. She arranged the kingfisher’s egg in a space prepared for it. 
How beautiful the collection was! Then she put her treasure away. 

As she passed Harold’s room, he asked her to come ‘in and look 
at his collection. But Harold’s collection was not arranged neatly. It 
had no chance to win a prize. And he did not have a kingfisher’s egg. 
A thought came to Betty. How disappointed Harold would be if he 
did not win the prize! So Betty offered to help him and very soon 
had Harold’s box fixed so it looked very pretty. Then what do you 
think Betty did? There was one empty space left right in the middle. 
Very quietly Betty slipped the beautiful kingfisher’s egg into it. “O 
Betty!” Harold cried. “Where did you get that?” Harold was very 
happy. He did not know what a sacrifice Betty had made. 

The next day the children took their collections to the school, and 
the prize was awarded to Harold. But Betty’s heart was filled with joy 
because she knew she had gained something more precious than the 
prize by her unselfishness. 

Practice: None of us wish to be the slaves of the giant, selfishness, 
so this month we will try to overcome this foe. Like David, we will 
first ask God to help us. Each morning when we say our prayers we 
will ask the Holy Ghost to give us strength to fight against selfishness. 
During the day we will try to find little ways to be unselfish. These 


will be the stones we use to slay the dragon. At night we will count 
how many stones we have thrown at the enemy. 


Aspiration: O Holy Ghost, help us to overcome our faults. 


One of our Little Lovers — Nell Flaherty, 302 Washington St., 
Boise, Idaho, age 15 — would like to receive letters from some members 
of the League. 

—_—_— an an 
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liturgical in design, exquisite in workmanship, 
lithographed in glowing colors 


Offered at Exceptionally Low Prices 


14 Assorted folders in a box 
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It’s Time 
To Order Your Booklets 


for 


Fall Activities 


You will find an excellent 
selection for all your needs in our 
complete collection of 69 book- 
lets. Read these testimonials 
and then send for your booklets. 


Catholic Action: “I have been wishing that I could order a thousand of 
www your booklets, so as to take advantage of the reduced 
rate. I am engaged in Catholic Action and want to do all the good I can.”’ 


Book-racks: ‘“‘We are finding that your booklets are our best sellers and 
“~~~ ~~---— will be sending you a new order soon.”’ 


Prospective Converts: “I have read all the booklets you sent and would 

wcrc rrr wwrwrr~r~r"= not part with the knowledge I have gained from 
them for all the world. Everything I have read in them has given me 
light, and thoroughly convinced me of the truth of the doctrines of the 
Catholic Church.” 


Retreats: “Your booklets were a wonderful incentive to fervor during the 
-<-<-<-<-<-< lay retreats. God bless you for supplying the need. They are 
certainly treasures, and young and old find them most inspiring.” 


Hospitals: “Your pamphlets are veritable precious gems — a source of joy 
---and consolation to the sick and afflicted. What inspiration they 
afford. They should be in the hands of every afflicted one.” 


Study Clubs: “I am a recent convert to the Catholic’ Faith, and find the 

POSS booklets a source of additional instruction as well as much 
pleasure ard assistance. I also have many questions asked me by non- 
Catholic friends, and I find certain ones of your booklets nice to give 
them,”’ 


COMPLETE SET of 69 BOOKLETS 
$5.00 (10¢ extra for postage) 
List of titles and prices will be furnished upon request 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde Missouri 





